


 

   

      

      

      

FAQ WY-TOPP ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS TEXTS 
WHAT ARE THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE TEXTS WITHIN THE ELA AND WRITING SECTIONS OF THE WY-TOPP 
ASSESSMENT? 

Texts on the WY-TOPP assessment are categorized as low, medium, and high 
complexity. The WY-TOPP passage pool currently represents a range of text 
complexities. 

WHICH QUALITATIVE MEASURES ARE USED TO DETERMINE APPROPRIATE TEXT COMPLEXITY WITHIN THE ELA AND 
WRITING SECTIONS OF THE WY-TOPP ASSESSMENT? 

When evaluating qualitative features, the important categories to consider are Levels of 
Meaning, Structure, and Language. 

WHICH QUANTITATIVE MEASURES ARE USED TO DETERMINE APPROPRIATE TEXT COMPLEXITY WITHIN THE ELA 
AND WRITING SECTIONS OF THE WY-TOPP ASSESSMENT? 

Lexile is used as the quantitative measure; however, content experts also make an 
overall judgment about each passage based on a combination of both qualitative and 
quantitative features. The table below shows the general Lexile ranges for each grade. 

Grade Lexile Grade Lexile Grade Lexile 

3 450–900 6 955–1200 9 1080–1400 

4 770–1050 7 955–1200 10 1080–1400 

5 770–1050 8 955–1200 11 1215–1450 

HOW MUCH PRIOR KNOWLEDGE SHOULD STUDENTS HAVE BEFORE READING THE WY-TOPP ELA AND WRITING 
TEXTS? 

Prior knowledge is not required for the ELA or writing texts. In fact, so that it is fair to 
all students, part of the passage review includes making sure that no special 
background knowledge is needed to understand the text. 

WHAT IS THE APPROXIMATE WORD COUNT FOR THE ELA AND WRITING WY-TOPP TEXTS? 

We use the following maximum word counts as a general guide. 

Please share this document with friends, neighbors, and interested parties. 






