


Rules for Mini Standards for W ine SchoolB
CHAPTER 2

Rules for Minimum Standards for Wyoming Student Transportation Vehicles

Section 1. Authority. These rules are promulgated by the State Superintendent
pursuant to the authority granted by W=S-Wyoming Statute 31-5-118(a);-and-W=S—21-13-320(f}.

(a) Standards for Wyoming student transportation vehicles are defined by the

specifications found in the National School Transportation Specifications and Procedures (NSTSP)
published by the National Congress on School Transportation, which are incorporated into this
chapter by reference. In doing so, the Superintendent and Wyoming Department of Education
find as follows:

(i) Incorporating the text of the NSTSP would be cumbersome and inefficient
given the length and nature of the publication;

(ii) The referenced incorporation means the edition of the NSTSP adopted by
the National Congress on School Transportation that is in effect at the time an order for a student
transportation vehicle is placed; and

(iii) Furthermore, the incorporation is limited to the text of the NSTSP that
applies to school bus equipment specifications; specially equipped school bus specifications; and
alternative fuels.

(b) This document specifies Wyoming student transportation vehicle minimum
standards which modify or supplement the NSTSP. In addition to these standards, all Wyoming
student transportation vehicles shall comply with applicable Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards (FMVSS) and other state and federal standards applicable to school buses and
multipurpose passenger vehicles (MPV) on the date of manufacture.

— Seetion-4——Definitions.:



(a) "School Bus" means as +s—def|ned in Wyemﬂgéta%ute—w S 31-5-102(a)(xlii).-as

(i) “Type A school bus” means is-a conversion school bus-eenstructed-utilizing
with a cutaway front-section vehicle with a left side driver’s door and with —Fhis-definition
melaeles—ﬂve—ela&srﬁeat—rens—'preA—&—wt—h—a gross vehicle welght rating (GVWR) of-14;500
less than or equal to 21,500

(ii#) “Type ‘'C’ school bus” means a school bus W|th a chaSS|s with a hood and
front fender assembly.i , LALR 3
14 001 ls_desi P . I 19 The enti ineicinf ‘ ol
windshield-and-the-entrance door is behind the front wheels; also known as a conventional
school bus. This type also includes cutaway truck chassis or truck chassis with cab with or
without a left side door and a GVWR greater than 21,500 pounds.

(iiiv)  “Type ‘D’ school bus” means a school bus with a stripped chassis.-is-a




(b) “Specially equipped” means a school bus designed, equipped or modified to

accommodate students with special needs.

(c) “Multipurpose Passenger Vehicle” means a motor vehicle built on a truck chassis
with seven to ten passenger positions (including the driver) that cannot be certified as a school
bus pursuant to 49 CFR §571.

Section 45. School Bus Body and Chassis Specifications.-Standards:

(a) All emergency exit doors shall be accessible by a 12-inch minimum aisle. The
aisle shall be unobstructed at all times. The track of a track seating system is exempt from this
requirement.

(b) All Type A school buses shall be equipped with hydraulic brakes.

(c) School bus body exterior trim shall be black.

(d) The following applies to school bus doors:

(i) The entrance door shall be equipped with a power opener under the
driver’s control.

(ii) There shall be no door to the left of the driver on Type C or D school
buses. Type A school buses may be equipped with a chassis manufacturer’s standard door to
the driver’s left.

(e) Type C school buses shall have three Group 31 maintenance-free batteries and
Type D school buses shall have two 8D maintenance-free batteries.

() In addition to the fire extinguisher located in the driver’'s compartment, school
buses with capacity greater than 56 passengers shall be equipped with a second fire
extinguisher mounted in the rear of the bus and readily accessible to the driver and passengers.

(g) School buses shall have removable, moisture-proof and dust-proof first aid kits in
a sealed metal box in an accessible place in the driver’s compartment. They shall be mounted
and identified as first aid kits. A first aid kit's location shall be marked.




(h) Each school bus shall have a removable and moisture-proof body fluid clean-up
kit in a sealed metal box accessible to the driver.

(i) In addition to the emergency door and push-out rear window requirements of
FMVSS 217, all school buses shall be equipped with emergency exits as follows for the indicated
school bus capacities:

(i) One through 45 passengers: one emergency exit per side and one roof
hatch.
(ii) 46 to 78 passengers: two emergency exits per side and two roof hatches.
(i) All diesel fuel systems shall be equipped with a fuel heater or heated fuel-water
separator.
(k) Floor insulation shall be treated, five-ply softwood plywood, hominal 5/8-inch

thickness, and shall be equal to or exceed properties of the exterior-type, C-D Grade, as
specified in the standard issued by U.S. Department of Commerce.

()] The interior of the school bus shall be free of all unnecessary projections. All
school buses shall be equipped with inner lining on ceilings and walls. If the ceiling is
constructed with lap joints, the forward panel shall be lapped by rear panel and exposed edges
shall be beaded, hemmed, flanged, or otherwise treated to minimize sharp edges. School buses
may be equipped with an external storage compartment for tools or tire chains.

(m) Interior parcel racks may be provided above side windows within range from
front seat to rear seat and be free of projections; shall have a padded perimeter at emergency
exit doors; and may be tubular or solid bottom.

(n) School buses shall be equipped with two alternately flashing red warning lamps
at the rear of the vehicle and two at the front of the vehicle. The alternately flashing red
warning lamps shall be visible at five hundred (500) feet in hormal sunlight.

(o) Four alternately flashing amber warning lamps shall be installed so that one is
located near each alternately flashing red warning lamp, at the same level, but closer to the
vertical centerline of the bus. The alternately flashing amber warning lamps shall be visible at
five hundred (500) feet in normal sunlight.

(p) The background surrounding the alternately flashing warning lamps shall be
black in color and extend outward approximately 3 inches.




(a)

School buses shall not be equipped with hitch receivers or other equipment

that enable towing.

(r)

School buses shall not be equipped with flip seats.

(s)

Dual rear tires shall be provided on all school buses.

(t)

Sanders many not be installed on any school buses.

(u)

Wheelhousing shall be equipped with molded fender extensions and rubber mud

flaps.

(v)

The driver’s window, the first window on the left, the first window after the

entrance door, and door windows shall be approved thermal-paned safety glass. The driver’s

window on Type A school buses may be the manufacturer’s standard.

(w)

Optional tinted and/or frost-free glazing may be installed in all doors or

windows, consistent with federal and state regulations.
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Section 59. Multipurpose Passenger Vehicles.{MP\):

(a)
(b)
(c)

The body shall be of a closed intregal type.

The wheelbase shall be one hundred (100) inches or more.




(i) At least one Underwriters’ Laboratory (UL)-approved pressurized, dry
chemical fire extinguisher.

(ii) A first aid kit meeting the same specifications as required for school

buses.

(iii) A body fluid clean-up kit meeting the same specifications as required for

school buses.

{——-The vehicle Each-MPV shall contain at least three (3) reflectorized triangle road-
warning devices-med } i i caui ;
EMVSS125,

Had——The vehicle’s color shall not be National School Bus Yellow;-erany-etheryelow.

() The vehicle may be equipped with the capability to tow, but shall not be used to
tow while transporting students.













	shall be furnished and properly installed by the chassis manufacturer to meet engine manufacturer's specifications.
	(b) Axles.  The front and rear axle and suspension systems shall have gross axle weight rating at ground commensurate with the respective front and rear weight loads that will be imposed by the bus.
	(c) Brakes.
	(i) All braking systems shall comply with applicable Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards.
	(d) Bumper (Front).
	(i) All school buses shall be equipped with a front bumper.  The front bumper shall be of pressed steel channel or equivalent material at least 3/16" thick and not less than 8" wide (high) and shall extend beyond forward-most part of the body grille...
	(e) Certification.  By December 31 of each year, each chassis manufacturer shall certify to the Wyoming Department of Education that their product meets minimum standards on items not covered by certification issued under requirements of the National...
	(f) Color.
	(i) Chassis, including front bumper, shall be black. Body cowl, hood and fenders shall be in National School Bus Yellow. The flat top surface of the hood may be non-reflective National School Bus Yellow.
	(g) Drive Shaft.  Drive shaft shall be protected by a metal guard or guards around the circumference of the drive
	shaft to reduce the possibility of its whipping through the floor or dropping to the ground if broken.
	(i) Electrical System.  The electrical system shall include the following:
	(h) Battery
	(i) Alternator
	(ii) Wiring
	(iii) Circuits
	(i) ENGINES:
	(i) All engines shall be equipped with engine block heater.
	(ii) All engines shall be supplied with Long Life coolant.
	(iii)  All engines shall be equipped with cruise control.
	(j) EXHAUST SYSTEM.
	(k) FENDERS, FRONT-TYPE C VEHICLES.
	(l) FRAME.
	(m) FUEL TANK.
	(n) HEATING SYSTEM, PROVISION FOR.
	(o) HORN.  Bus shall be equipped with horn or horns of standard make with each horn capable of producing a complex sound in bands of audio frequencies between 250 and 2,000 cycles per second and tested in accordance with SAE J-377.
	(p) INSTRUMENTS AND INSTRUMENT PANEL.
	(q) OIL FILTER.  An oil filter with a replaceable element shall be provided and connected by flexible oil lines if not a built-in or an engine-mounted design.
	(r) OPENINGS.  All openings in the floorboard or firewall between chassis and passenger compartment, such as for gearshift selector and parking brake lever, shall be sealed.
	(s) PASSENGER LOAD.  Actual gross vehicle weight (GVW) is the sum of the chassis weight, plus the body weight, plus the driver's weight, plus total seated pupil weight.
	(i) For purposes of calculation, the driver's weight is 150 pounds.
	(t) POWER AND GRADEABILITY.  GVWR shall not exceed 185 pounds per published net horsepower of the engine at the manufacturer's recommended maximum number of revolutions per minute.
	(u) RETARDER SYSTEM (approved option-see Section 8)
	(v) SHOCK ABSORBERS. The bus shall be equipped with double-action shock absorbers compatible with manufacturer's rated axle capacity at each wheel location.
	(w) SPRINGS.
	(x) STEERING GEAR.
	(y) THROTTLE. The force required to operate the throttle shall not exceed 16 pounds throughout the full range of accelerator pedal travel.
	(z) TIRES AND WHEELS.
	(aa) TRANSMISSION.
	(bb) TURNING RADIUS.
	Section 6. Bus Body Standards:
	(a) AISLE.
	(b) BACK-UP WARNING ALARM. An automatic audible alarm shall be installed behind the rear axle and shall comply with the published Backup Alarm Standards (SAE 994), providing a minimum of 112 dBA.
	(c) BATTERY.
	(e) BUMPER (REAR).
	(g) CEILING.
	(ii) See Inside Height, Insulation and Interior.
	(h) CERTIFICATION. By December 31 of each year, each body manufacturer shall certify to the Wyoming Department of Education that their product meets minimum standards on items not covered by certification issued under requirements of the National Tra...
	(i) CHAINS (TIRE). See Wheelhousing
	(j) COLOR.
	(i) The school bus body shall be painted National School Bus Yellow.
	(k) CONSTRUCTION.
	(l) CROSSING CONTROL ARM.
	(m) DEFROSTERS.
	(n) DOORS. Service door
	(o) DRIVER COMPARTMENT.
	(p) EMERGENCY EXITS.
	(q) EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT.
	(r) FLOORS.
	(t) HEATERS.
	(u) HINGES.  Exposed metal emergency door, lift door, and service door hinges which do not have stainless steel, brass, or non-metallic hinge pins or other design that prevents corrosion and allows complete lubrication without disassembly, shall be d...
	(v) IDENTIFICATION.
	(w) INSIDE HEIGHT.  Inside body height shall be 72" or more, measured metal to metal, at any point on longitudinal centerline from front vertical bow to rear vertical bow.
	(x) INSULATION.
	(y) INTERIOR.
	(z) LAMPS AND SIGNALS.
	(aa) METAL TREATMENT.
	(bb) MIRRORS.
	(cc) MOUNTING.
	(dd) OVERALL LENGTH.  Overall length of bus shall not exceed 43 feet, excluding accessories.
	(ee) OVERALL WIDTH.  Overall width of bus shall not exceed 102", excluding accessories.
	(ff) PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM. (Approved option – see Section 8)  Buses may be equipped with a public address system having interior and/or exterior speakers.
	(gg) RADIO  All school buses shall be equipped with an AM/FM radio.  Any speaker forward of the front passenger seat shall have an independent volume control.
	(hh) REFLECTIVE MATERIAL.
	(ii) RUB RAILS.
	(jj) SEAT BELT FOR DRIVER.  A Type 2 lap belt/shoulder harness seat belt shall be provided for the driver. The assembly shall be equipped with an emergency locking retractor (ELR) for the continuous belt system. On all buses except Type A equipped wi...
	(kk) SEAT AND CRASH BARRIERS.
	(ll) STEPS.
	(mm) STEP TREADS.
	(i) All steps, including floor line platform area, shall be covered with 3/16" rubber floor covering or other materials equal in wear and abrasion resistance to top grade rubber.
	(ii) A durable backing material resistant to corrosion shall be permanently bonded to rubber.
	(iii) 3/16" ribbed step tread shall have a 1 1/2" white nosing as an integral piece without any joint.
	(iv) Rubber portion of step treads shall have the following characteristics:
	(nn) STIRRUP STEPS.  There shall be at least one folding stirrup step or recessed foothold and suitably located handles on each side of the front of the body for easy accessibility for cleaning the windshield and lamps.  Steps are permitted in or on ...
	(oo) STOP SIGNAL ARM.
	(i) The stop signal arm shall comply with the requirements of FMVSS 131.
	(pp) STORAGE COMPARTMENT.  A storage container for tools, tire chains, and/or tow chains shall be provided and  may be located either inside or outside the passenger compartment. If inside, it shall have a cover (seat cushion
	may not serve this purpose) capable of being securely latched.  The container shall be fastened to the floor, convenient to either the service or emergency door.
	(qq) SUN SHIELD.
	(i) Interior adjustable sun shield not less than 6" X 30" for Type B, C, and D vehicles, with a finished edge, shall be installed in a position convenient for use by driver.
	(ii) On Type A buses the sun shield shall be manufacturer's standard.
	(rr) TAILPIPE.
	(ss) TOW EYES OR HOOKS.  Tow eyes or hooks shall be furnished on the rear and attached so they do not project beyond the rear bumper.
	(tt) UNDERCOATING.
	(uu) VENTILATION.
	(vv) WHEELHOUSING.
	(ww) WINDOWS.
	(i) Each full side window, other than emergency exits designated to comply with FMVSS 217, shall provide an unobstructed emergency opening of at least 9" but not more than 13" high and at least 22" wide, obtained by lowering window.  One side window...
	(iii) Optional tinted and/or thermo glass glazing may be installed in all doors, windows, and windshields (other than required thermo glass) consistent with federal, state, and local regulations.
	(xx) WINDSHIELD WASHERS.  A windshield washer system shall be provided in a location easily serviceable by the driver.
	(yy) WINDSHIELD WIPERS.
	(i) A windshield wiping system, two speed or variable speed, with an intermittent feature, shall be provided.
	(ii) The wipers shall be operated by one or more air or electric motors of sufficient power to operate wipers. If one motor is used, the wipers shall work in tandem to give full sweep of windshield.
	(zz) WIRING.
	The color of cables shall correspond to SAE I 1128.
	Section 7. Standards for Specially Equipped School Buses:
	(a) INTRODUCTION.  Equipping buses to accommodate students with special needs is discretionary depending upon the needs of the passengers. While one bus may be fitted with a lift, another may have seat belts installed to secure child seats. Buses so ...
	(b) DEFINITION.  A specially equipped school bus is any school bus that is designed, equipped, or modified to accommodate students with special needs.
	(c) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.
	(d) AISLE.  All school buses equipped with a power lift shall provide a 30" aisle leading from any wheelchair/mobility aid position to at least one emergency door and the lift area.
	(e) COMMUNICATIONS.  All school buses that are used to transport individuals with disabilities should be equipped with a two-way electronic voice communication system which can be used at any point in the vehicle's route.
	(f) GLAZING.  Tinted glazing may be installed in all doors, windows, and windshields consistent with federal, state, and local regulations.
	(g) IDENTIFICATION.  Buses with power lifts used for transporting individuals with disabilities shall display below the window line the International Symbol of Accessibility. No more than one emblem may be displayed on each side, the front or the rea...
	(h) PASSENGER CAPACITY RATING.  In determining the passenger capacity of a school bus for purposes other than actual passenger load (i.e., vehicle classification), any location in a school bus intended for securement of an occupied wheelchair/mobilit...
	(i) POWER LIFTS.
	(j) REGULAR SERVICE ENTRANCE.
	(k) RESTRAINING DEVICES.
	(l) SEATING ARRANGEMENTS.
	(i) Securement and restraint system-general
	(ii) Wheelchair/mobility aid securement system
	(n) SPECIAL LIGHT.  Doorways in which lifts are installed, shall have, when lift is to be used, at least 2 foot-candles of illumination measured on the floor of the bus immediately adjacent to the lift, and on the lift, when deployed at the vehicle f...
	(o) SPECIAL SERVICE ENTRANCE.
	(p) SPECIAL SERVICE ENTRANCE DOORS.
	(q) SUPPORT EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES.  Each bus which is set up to accommodate wheelchair/mobility aids or other assistive or restraint devices which utilize belts, shall contain at least one belt cutter properly secured in a location within reach o...
	Section 10. New Technology and Equipment:
	(a) It is the intent of this section to accommodate new technologies and equipment that will better facilitate the transportation of students. When a new technology, piece of equipment, or component is desired to be applied to the school bus, and it ...
	Section 11. Alternative Fuels:
	(a) INTRODUCTION.  This standard is designed to be used as an overview of the alternative fuels being utilized for school transportation. The standard is not designed to replace current applicable federal, state, manufacturing or safety standards tha...
	(b) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.



