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Passage Accnum: VH090724 Title: Do We Rely on Search Engines Too
Much? YES

Passage Ext. ID: WYR37P34

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository

Do We Rely on Search Engines Too Much?

Our reliance on search engines and the Internet is changing the way we process
information. The question is whether that is a good thing or a bad thing.

YES
by Nicholas Carr, The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains

1 Who doesn’t love Google?1 In the blink of an eye, the search engine delivers
useful information about pretty much any subject imaginable. I use it all the time,
and I’m guessing you do too.

2 But I worry about what Google is doing to our brains. What really makes us
intelligent isn’t our ability to find lots of information quickly. It’s our ability to think
deeply about that information. And deep thinking, brain scientists have
discovered, happens only when our minds are calm and attentive. The greater our
concentration, the richer our thoughts.

3 If we’re distracted, we understand less, remember less, and learn less.

4 That’s the problem with Google—and with the Internet in general. When we
use our computers and our cellphones all the time, we’re always distracted.

5 The Net bombards us with messages and other bits of data, and every one of
those interruptions breaks our train of thought. We end up scatterbrained. The
fact is, you’ll never think deeply if you’re always Googling, texting, and surfing.

6 Google doesn’t want us to slow down. The faster we zip across the Web,

1 Google: a popular Internet search engine
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clicking links and skimming words and pictures, the more ads Google is able to
show us and the more money it makes. So even as Google is giving us all that
useful information, it’s also encouraging us to think superficially. It’s making us
shallow.

7 If you’re really interested in developing your mind, you should turn off your
computer and your cellphone—and start thinking. Really thinking. You can Google
all the facts you want, but you’ll never Google your way to brilliance.

From The New York Times Upfront, October 4, 2010 © 2010 by Scholastic Inc. Reprinted by permission of
Scholastic Inc.
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Passage Accnum: VH090725 Title: Do we Rely on Search Engines Too
Much? NO

Passage Ext. ID: WYR37P35

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository

NO
by Peter Norvig, Director of Research, Google Inc.

1 Any new information technology has both advocates and critics. More than
2,000 years ago, the classical Greek philosopher Socrates complained that the
new technology of writing “will create forgetfulness in the learners’ souls because
they will not use their memories.”

2 Today, Google is the new technology. The Internet contains the world’s best
writing, images, and ideas; Google lets us find the relevant pieces instantly.

3 Suppose I’m interested in the guidance computers on Apollo spacecraft in
the 1960s. My local library has no books on that specific subject—just 18 books
about the Apollo missions in general. I could hunt through those or turn to
Google, which returns 45,000 pages, including a definitive encyclopedia article
and instructions for building a unit.

4 Just as a car allows us to move faster and a telescope lets us see farther,
access to the Internet’s information lets us think better and faster. By considering
a wide range of information, we can arrive at more creative and informed
solutions. Internet users are more likely to be exposed to a diversity of ideas. In
politics, for example, they are likely to see ideas from left and right, and see how
news is reported in other countries.

5 There’s no doubt the Internet can create distractions. But 81 percent of
experts polled by the Pew Internet Research Project say the opportunities
outweigh the distractions.

6 Socrates was wrong to fear the coming of the written word: Writing has
improved our law, science, arts, culture, and our memory. When the history of our
current age is written, it will say that Google has made us smarter—both
individually and collectively—because we have ready and free access to
information.

From The New York Times Upfront, October 4, 2010 © 2010 by Scholastic Inc. Reprinted by permission of
Scholastic Inc.
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00 Read this sentence from Paragraph 6 of “Yes.”

So even as Google is giving us all that useful information, it’s also
encouraging us to think superficially.

Which word means the opposite of “superficially” as it is used in
the sentence?

Wisely

Profoundly

Exactly

Objectively

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
Title: Do We Rely on Search Engines Too Much? YES

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

2012 WyCPS Standard: L.7.5b Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better under-
stand each of the words.

Item Code: VH145413

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2015 MC B 2 659 0.282

Score Analysis
MC A B* C D Omit

%Choosing 42.185 28.225 10.319 19.272 0

Item Notes
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Passage Accnum: VF656853 Title: The Children's Room Passage Ext. ID: WYR27P15
Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative

The Children’s Room

CHARACTERS:
LINDSEY, an eighth-grade girl
BRANDON, an eighth-grade boy
DAVE, an eighth-grade boy

Scene I

(Setting: Children’s Room, Morse Public Library, on a Saturday afternoon
in July. Battered bookcases without any books stand around the room.
Three brightly painted bookcases are against one wall. BRANDON and
LINDSEY enter carrying a red bookcase.)

LINDSEY: Four down, ten to go!

BRANDON: (Tired, but smiling.) I’m glad we picked the library restoration project
for our volunteer hours.

LINDSEY: Me, too. This room is starting to look like it did when we were little
kids. Too bad it got worn down and kids stopped using it. Remember all the great
art projects we worked on in here after school?

BRANDON: (Laughing.) After the finger painting catastrophe that took place
when we were in kindergarten, I’m surprised Mrs. Muldoon allowed us to even
touch these bookcases!

LINDSEY: I know someone who hasn’t touched them—Dave. It’s not fair.

BRANDON: Lindsey, Dave isn’t as excited about this project as we are. You’re
right; it’s unfair. But what’s more unfair is that kids don’t use this room anymore.
Let’s just get it restored in time for the opening-day party next month, okay?

DAVE: (Entering while fanning himself.) Wow, it’s sweltering outside!

LINDSEY: You were sitting under a tree. The shade should’ve kept you cool.

DAVE: I deserved a break after taking the books off the shelves, didn’t I?

LINDSEY: Brandon and I sanded the bookshelves, painted them, arranged the . .
.

DAVE: (Interrupting.) I can’t stay. I have . . . things to do.

LINDSEY: Dave, you practically just got here. We’ve been here for hours. Can’t
you help us out?
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DAVE: Lindsey, I want to have some fun this summer before school starts up
again. I don’t even know if it’s possible to finish this project in only one month. I’ll
see you later.

(DAVE walks out of the Children’s Room as LINDSEY shakes her head in
frustration.)

Scene II

(Setting: Children’s Room, Morse Public Library, the following Saturday.
LINDSEY enters.)

BRANDON: (Alphabetizing books on a shelf.) Lindsey, you’re thirty minutes late!

LINDSEY: So?

BRANDON: So you were late yesterday. And the day before, you made an excuse
to Mrs. Muldoon about leaving early.

LINDSEY: Well, Dave isn’t helping either.

BRANDON: I haven’t seen Dave since last weekend. I don’t think he’s coming
back.

LINDSEY: Brandon, we’ve been coming here for weeks and missing out on other
summer activities. Dave hasn’t been missing out.

BRANDON: Lindsey, this is a worthwhile project. We have a responsibility to Mrs.
Muldoon and to ourselves. We can’t worry about Dave. Can you help me bring the
tables outside to paint?

LINDSEY: Sure. I see your point. I’m sorry that I’ve been slacking off. I guess I
was just feeling sorry for myself. You can count on me from now on!

Scene III

(Setting: Children’s Room, Morse Public Library, a Saturday afternoon in
August. The room has been completely remodeled and is decorated for
the opening-day party. BRANDON and LINDSEY are setting up snacks on
the newly painted tables.)

DAVE: (Enters slowly and gazes around the room, astonished.) Wow! This place
looks great!

BRANDON: (Surprised.) Thanks. (Turns away quickly.)

DAVE: How did you get everything done in time?

LINDSEY: Brandon and I worked really hard.

DAVE: The work must have taken a long time.
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BRANDON: It would have been quicker if we’d had some help.

DAVE: (Admiring the room.) It really does look like it did when we were little.
Maybe even better. The kids will love it.

LINDSEY: Mrs. Muldoon’s going to start afterschool craft classes soon.

DAVE: That’s fantastic! (Pauses.) Look, I’m sorry. It wasn’t fair for me to abandon
the project. And now that I see everything finished . . . I’m even sorrier. It’s
amazing. You should be really proud of yourselves. I wish I had more to do with
this transformation.

BRANDON: You can help now, if you want. We need to set up the rest of the
snacks.

(DAVE smiles, nods, and follows BRANDON to help with snacks.)

CURTAIN
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00 Read this line from Scene 1 of the drama.

DAVE: (Entering while fanning himself.) Wow, it’s sweltering
outside!

Based on this line, what does “sweltering” mean?

Rainy

Humid

Extremely hot

Very windy

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
Title: The Children's Room

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

2012 WyCPS Standard: L.7.4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

Item Code: VF814702

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC C 2 651 0.916

Score Analysis
MC A B C* D Omit

%Choosing 1.69 4.301 91.551 2.304 0.154

Item Notes
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00 Which words from the drama are synonyms?

Remember, abandon

Deserved, decorated

Restored, remodeled

Interrupting, admiring

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
Title: The Children's Room

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

2012 WyCPS Standard: L.7.5b Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better under-
stand each of the words.

Item Code: VF814720

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC C 2 679 0.763

Score Analysis
MC A B C* D Omit

%Choosing 8.837 4.566 76.289 10.162 0.147

Item Notes
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