
 

 

June 24, 2016 

 

To: Parents and Guardians of Wyoming Students 

 

From: Jillian Balow, State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

 

Re: PAWS Results 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Your role as a parent/guardian is the most important role in the 

education of our youth.  As an educator and State Superintendent, 

I thank you for what you do every day to help our students prepare 

for a bright future.   

 

I am pleased to enclose a copy of your child’s test results from the 

Proficiency Assessment for Wyoming Students (PAWS).  This test 

is administered to students in grades 3-8 across the state.  PAWS 

will continue as is through the 2016/17 school year.  Beginning in 

the 17/18 school year, the testing system might look a little 

different due to forthcoming changes to our statewide assessments.  

 

In 2015, we at the Department facilitated a task force of experts 

from across the state and nation to evaluate our statewide 

assessment system.  That work is guiding us now. Highlights 

include: 

 

 Reduced Testing Time: No more than 1% of classroom 

            time per year will be spent on summative assessments. 

 Emphasis on classroom, school, and district              
assessments: The teaching and learning of children is best 

            guided by local and interim assessments.   

 Meaningful and timely reporting: Parents, students, and  

            teachers can make better decisions together when the data  

            is presented and understood by all. 

 

Thank you again for what you do as parents.  We at the Department 

are here to support you and your children.  If you have questions 

about the statewide assessment system, please contact your local 

school district or the WDE Assessment Team at 307-777-2906. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jillian Balow 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction  


