
March 17-18, 2016 
Update from Superintendent Balow 

 
 
Dear Chairman Gosar and Members of the SBE: 
 
I plan to provide information in this update in-person on March 
17-18 in Hulett. Here are a handful highlights from each of the 
WDE divisions. 
 
Finance: 
The School Foundation Team is adjusting the statewide payment 
model incorporating the external cost adjustments (ECA) 
implemented through 2016 session law.   
 
The Budget Team will work closely with teams across the WDE 
(and SBE if desired) in the coming weeks to analyze budget cuts 
realized during the 2016 legislative session.  Additionally, I 
requested this team continue to analyze the budget for additional 
voluntary reductions in travel, duplicated work, and the 900 series 
(contracts).  
 
Accountability: 
The Assessment Team is gearing up to provide phase II of 
assessment literacy training. The purpose is to help educators 
really understand the different types of assessments and their 
purposes as well as to provide guidance on developing a more 
valid, reliable, and robust assessment system for their district. 
Phase I of this training was widely attended. 
 
The Hathaway Team is excited to appeal to younger students and 
their families in a variety of ways in the coming months. 
 
Individual Learning: 
A collaborative partnership between the Individual Learning 
Division and University of Wyoming ECHO project kicked off 
with a statewide ECHO conference. Close partnerships with 
schools and districts across the state enable WDE staff to plan 
deliver professional development and technical assistance 
according to stakeholder needs and data.    
 
Information Management: 
The upcoming Wyoming School District Technology Directors 
Conference is hosted by WDE and the Information Management 
Division.  
 
 
 
Communications: 



The Comms Division will continue to enhance the content and delivery of information coming 
from the WDE and the SBE. Our digital presence has been improved  by making the websites we 
manage more mobile friendly, migrating more communications onto the GovDelivery platform, 
and continuing to build on efforts through social media.  
 
Student Support: 
The Consolidated Grants/Grants Management System team within the Student Support Division 
is on track to release competitive grants ahead of schedule so that districts have time to review 
grant requirements and complete applications. In addition, this team has received initial guidance 
and is preparing for transition to ESSA. The new law will significantly impact specific federal 
grants.   
 
Once again, I look forward to answering questions about this update in Hulett. 
 
My Best, 
Jillian 
Jillian Balow, State Superintendent 
 








